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Situation in Lebanon
European Parliament resolution of 12 July 2023 on the sitnation in Leb
(2023/2'742(RSP))
. :Qﬂ
ol le ©logie
The Europedn parliament o—s Ao ) l_,l,S
o LS
i - - 9
having regard t0 its previous resolutions o1 1ebanon, in paﬂicu\ar its resolution of 16 4—*-1919 FORRY NN
September 2021 on the situation in Lebanon', b ¢ " St
3 OPLOJI S0l 9i
_ having regard to previous UN Security Council resolutions; in particu\ar 1559(2004), "
1701(2006), 2539 (2020), 2591 (2021) and 2650 (2022), old
o P
having regard 10 the Euro—Mediterranear\ Agreemem ostablishing an Association o ) S -9
petween the Buropean Community and its Member States, of the one part, and the oy o] yydall
Republic of Lcbanon, of the other part™, 4_;4;‘_] -l s
. B i sl oyl
having regard t0 Council Decision 2007/ 860/EC of 10 December 2007 provxdmg ¥\ ..
Community macro—ﬁnancia\ agsistance 10 Lebanon3, . € obd -3
- Y . - .
- having regard t0 the press statement of the Delegation for relations with the Mashred e_’.s. Y amle/ ol
countries on at official visit t© Lebanon from 19 to 23 Jun€ 2023, g—’L“Jl szU ( i
_ havingt® ard to the commitments agreed in the frameworkK of the EU - ebanon = (u-] Il e
partnership Priorities in November 016, the (Conférence gconomique pour le FEARRY s
déve\oppemem, par les réformes et avec les entrepr'\ses) Conference O 6 Apri 2018, " 239 0l
the Lebanon Reform, Recovery and Reconstruct'\on Framewor (3RF) 0 December € bl
2020 and the lmemationa\ Support Group for Lebanon meetings o1 1 December 2019, . o
23 September 2020 and 19 May 2021, o) el dogSe
(e Lot
having regard t0 the final report of the EU Election Observation Mission on the = J Yl
parhamentary elections held on 15 May 2022, S s Jso
having 1 ard to the decision of the European Council of 26 July 2022 10 extend the EU Sl a 3]
framework for targeted sanctions for one year NPSSN|
SRESH
E orc 17, 11.3.2022, P- 143. S f&_iuu|
c oJL \43,3().5.2()06,p.2. kel :
OJL337,21.12.2007,p. 1L ool
- oLl
Busciall
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the ruling class

1 Considers Lebanon’s present situation to be caused bY po\'\ticians across
and by llegally armed partics obstructing e democratic and onstitutiona\ process an
calls for their disarmamem; calls on 1Lebano ’S po\'mca\ elite to take their ghare of the V o309 ¢
responsibihty for the current situation in the countrys € H 9 o—izy Lo
) NI _ s —~
5. Urges the Lebanese parliament t© electa pres'\dem in the shortest possib\e timeframe in ) )_:} O S LS (—ode
order O begin addressing the po\itica\, econom'\c, social, fmanc'\a\ an health crises, and J—wl (’LLU - - == -
the state of 'mst'\tut'\ona\ breakdown; urges all to finally endorse and defend the o L v (=29 delw ¢ Ul
Lebanese peop\e’s claims; expresses grav oncern ab ut the obstacles to the = s Dyl Oyl (8
imp\ememat'\on of the necessary reforms and calls o the Lebanese \eaders 10 prioritise P )GBII s Ol : e
national interests; regrets that the Lebanese parliament has yet to electa presidem after Olgdl 843 BER
12 inconclusive president'\a\ election sessions; S 53wy o] QBJTA—BSI

3. Regrets that the municipal elections scheduled for May 2022 were postponed for the ISy L) (-9 o
second time in two years leading 10 2 further po\'mcal stalemate and increasing the - o s % g‘ﬂ—wyl
dysfunct'\on of the state institutions; urges the Ministry of Interior and Munic'\pa\'\ties to o yg—wd]l Ol_duda])

commit t0 holding the municipal elections within the next six months and proceed with o —od 6 )S_w.VJ R
the preparat'\ons accordingly calls on the Lebanese quthorities 10 equest that the X = | tw| :‘)|
VP/HR deploy an election observation mission, Of \ternatively, ar election eXpe 438 e oL -
mission, months ahead of the municipal clections; Urges the Commission and the ok = Ul
Member States {0 provide all the technical and financial agsistance 10 contribute to IS =9 ;yl sLoayl

enabling the elections to be held o time and 1 he best conditions poss'\b\e, and to & N )

i arantee the fairness and transparency of the whole process while insisting 8)9-tacall d ol

de the necessary budget for holding R . . )2
: w9 4| S ¢
et Gegear B

that it is the govemmem’s respon

the UN 0 R . g
JLdze] (&—’ 399

municipal elections;
4. Calls for an 'mtemat'\ona\ human'\tar'\an task force under the auspices of
support the imp\ementaﬁon of human'\tar'\an assistance and oversee the use of funds;

5. Calls for the EU 10 offer Lebanon the dep\oymem ofa comprehensive EU W)SB Ozl ¢
administrative advisory mission in order t0 address the urgent need to counter the a5 B 9_‘“'” T
accelerating breakdown £ public admm'\strat'\on and basic services by prov'\d'mg a 3 d9d—od)
action plan and related necessary supports mends the role of essential public sector | W"‘L‘“" i :

despite having their salaries cut by more than half in recent years because e s = L«-:-U|
d to deliver key services 10 the population in areas ) 3_«J | C—‘Ua.LiJ|
I 8 4] Ce -G

workers who,

of austerity measures,

and care;

such as health, education
6. Callson the Lebanese govemmem to swiftly implement ey governal
financial reforms that will ensure po\mca\ and economic recovery, including
credible regulation of key economic sectors such as the electricity sector; welcomes the L .
adoption of amend ents to the Lebanese banking secrecy 1aw a8 a key step towards o Is uLgJ Unas
unlocking mtemat\ona\ macro—ﬁnanma\ assistance, 1@ ely from the Internationd NN
Monetary und; invites the country O continu® imp\emem'mg reforms, including 10 the ‘ 7D °9—19>
judiciary o ensure independence and prevent po\iﬁca\ interference and institution? ise sl Wb
impunity 10 the justice system; recalls the urgent need to limit the exorbitant power 0 sousd - %
the military court and 1 mit its competencies to only perform trials for military crimes 3 | (S e
committed bY he military d never to Y civilians; recalls that the EU, the Worl d . . s
Bank and the UN have demanded the estab\ishmem of an independent and transparent I 4 youdl
udiciary, the adoption of a modern public procuremem Jaw and the enactment © an s o— R
anticorruption strategy> b Lj—"”
: s O
7. Callson the Council 10 apply targeted sanctions under the frameworkK adopted by the Lo M ol
Council on 30 July 2021 against all of those who are infringing the democratic an HLodjly ylyawl
electoral process in the Lebanese institutions, those involved in serious financial AR
misconduct and those obstructing €0 ption invest'\gat'\ons or the domestic 1 9 “-}—3),@|
'mvest'\gat'\on into the Beirut port explosion or an upcom'mg 'mtemationa\ fact-finding 4 shia)l R
mission, and seize their assets in the EU; notes that the Council Framework is due 1o U_g
expire N July 2023, calls on the Council 10 take immediate action 10 extend it and ¢ JSS
work toward its renewal; A
C
Recalls that 2 transparent, independent, neutral and effective {nvestigation into the ) -%o
Beirut port X losion is @ priority and must b€ ensured; Urges the Lebanese® authorities el :)|
to respect the Jud'\c'\a\ rocedures d the independence of the judiciary and assist every u—’ N -
effort that would allow those responst \e for the decisions that led 10 the blast in the o I oYl
ort of Beirut 10 be proper\y inves igated and held to account; calls for an independent \°‘°3U l
mtemat’\ona\ fact-finding mission O ebanon tO investigate he Beirut explosion within ) & ‘
the framewor of the UN; insists that those found directly OF indirectly respons'\b\e must A8 Bu_sxiall
be held accoumab\e for the lives lost and the damage done to the Lebanese peoples ¥\ N
insists that the port f Beirut 18 key infrastructur® or Lebanon and needs U € =
reconstructed; urges the authorities t© fully cooperate with Judge Bitar, who is leading R -
- ation into the explosion of the ports y <l
10+ 8
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{nvestigations,
11. Highlights the need t0 promote sustainable solutions 10 tas
energy Crises and the need to provide direct humanitarian supports in line with the
reeommendat'\ons of the Food an Agriculture Or anization; calls for the EU’ Lo 9 ¢
human'\tar'\an support t0 be coupled with support for farmers and agricu\tura\ workers £9 O—ushll J Losllg
and other forms of support for local food produet'\on, as well as investment in CL-u;l o—= ol Jl.i_;f
infrastructure for generating renewable energy in the country> 1 = 7] O—e
o= Moad ol i
12. EXpresses its concern about numMerous cases of mismanag ment and fraud related to o)l 42) S SR
EU _funded projects due to the lack of transparency and oversight and poor selection an 3 Pous| - Lot
Y e : ; . : L - o= ) VI
bidding criterid and record keeping invites the mission an he Europeant Public 3o _ocel] 43
Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO) to const the case of the alleged mMisuse of E funds for : L3l o 52
waste managemem facilities; underlines that the EU should keep oversight of the L N
projects and deliver funding in instalments following independent yerifications for eac M -8
hase of the relevant projects in order 10 compensate for L banon’s high risk of aald - )
corruption; calls on the and its partners to pub\'\sh all relevant documents allowing o— < )_svi AY
for independent scrutiny by civil societys nderlines that suc standards an est )| I )_,ail
ractices SO 1d be ghared across all mtemanona\ donors who seek 10 help Lebanon, - [ ¢|jl
such as 10 he case of EU support for solid waste management 11 Lebanon reiterates 1t JLasVlg 8l0Y
call for the Commission to increas the accountab'ﬂity and monitoring © U-funded L i 59_“’
projects in Lebanon; stresses that the funds should not 1€ 1 Hezbollahs & b 4 alssal)
NP
13. Stresses that conditions are not met for the volunfary, c\'\gn'\ﬁed return of refugees in I o U;,Mﬂ
conflict-prone areas 1N Syria; recalls the vulnerability of the refuge® popu\at'\on in [T .
Lebanon and stresses the need t0 provxde adequate, pred'\ctab\e an multi-layere . ) 9?_1’9)33”
funding 0 agencies working with refugees in order t0 nsure the full prov'\s'\or\ 0 d':SLO-iJl u_l| Lyl
essemia\ services 10 refugee commun'mes in the countrys calls on the Commission to .03 ‘“
work on improving the humanitariaﬂ situation in Syria 10 order 10 address the root “09 4_3@ g
causes of the refugee crisis; Stresses that the retum of refugees should be yoluntary, Sy
d'\gniﬁed and sale, according to 'mtemationa\ criteria; calls for human'\tarian aid to - )—;’Lv.a
continue 10 be prov'\ded to the Lebanese popu\at'\on and refugees, with strict controls; b by Olsllas)
calls on Lebanon 0 become & arty to the 1951 UN Refugee Convention an to its 1967 ls
rotocols calls for the creation of an imemat'\ona\ task force with the part'mpat\on of the o fawl
EU, UN and Lebanese authorities t© address the refugee question; expresses its concern CSeas A )
about the escalation of anti-refugee thetoric by ebanese po\'mca\ pames and ministers; i 9 4w 5.é.<>J|
urges Lebanon, 10 he event of any action taken O migration, to refrain fr €Lx‘|
deportation and imposing discriminatory measures and inciting hatred against Syrian L,’—CJ'“J [
refugees; calls, this regard, for the E and the Member States t0 continue 0 provi e (EPPO) =9 SJI
funding for and Syran refugees; b e 923
14 Expresses support for UNIFIL’s work along the Lebanese—lsrae\'\ porder and strongly s )
condemns a1l attacks o1 UN peacekeepers; calls, as @ matter of urgency» for those f San 1 9w
esponsib\e to be held to account; 8 o5 }A“
15. Calls for the EU 10 add Hezbollah in full and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps to S5yl JI 3—"‘5}
its list of panned terrorist organisations; .
o » 2909
16. Welcomes the signing of the a reement 01 the delineation of the maritime border Bils| g g
between 1 ebanon and Israel and encourages the two countries t0 continue their WL =2 J9N]
construct'we eﬂgagemem; Ll
17. Instructs its President to forward this resolution 10 the Council, the Commission, the s Ny
V'\ce—Pres'\dem of the Commission igh Represemat'we of the Union for Foreign s -
Affairs an Security Policy: the govemmems and parliaments of the Member States, the B [j
UN Secretary—Genera\, Wl Secretary-Genera\ of the Arab Leagu®s the President of the .
Eum—Mediterranean Pparliamentary Assembly, and the Government and Pparliament of 9 9V
Lebanon. I
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