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Background and Rationale

or years, the very concept of

human rights in the Middle
East and North Africa (MENA)
region—the Arab world—was
synonymous with advocacy
work. Because of that, the
documentation efforts that
accompanied such activities
never went beyond simply
highlighting specific human
rights violations. The intent
behind announcing and
denouncing those violations
was to invite widespread
condemnation of horrific and/
or unlawful actions. However,
despite the steady increase
in human rights violations, the
documentation employed to
catalog and report those abuses
typically focused on individuals
or small groups of offenders.

That observation is certainly
not intended to demean the
efforts made by human rights
activists in the past or diminish
the severity of the violations

they documented. Rather, this
“commentary” seeks to highlight
some of the new challenges
being faced in a number

of sensitive areas, including
human rights. Those hindrances
are associated directly with
the transformation that
enveloped the MENA region in
December 2010, when a wave
of transformation (referred to
typically as the Arab Spring)
washed over the Arab world.

Since those sweeping changes
began, several political regimes
have been overthrown, and
many more transitions are

likely to occur—peaceably

or otherwise. Each fime a
regime has been toppled,
however, its historical practices
and the impact they had on
society have come to light.
The fact that these events
were ultimately disclosed

has placed countries of the
region on the path to self-



examination and accountability,

both from a moral and legal
standpoint. In essence, these
transformations have raised
questions about what should
be done with the weighty
legacy imposed by decades
of human rights violations.
Those questions pertain as well
to the abuses that occurred
during each instance of
national transformation. More
specifically, while such injustices
certainly yield still more victims,
they also represent elements
of the memories shared within
each country and society
involved.

The current "wave" of
transformation is not the first the
MENA region has experienced.
Yet, regardless of the depth
and drama involved, or even
the timing of such massive
changes, if they are to be
effective, the motivation for
those radical shifts must be
found within each country
and society involved. Based
on that proviso, it becomes
immediately understandable
that the fransformation,

which changed the face

of the Arab world following
World War Il, concerned itself
largely with the legacy of “the
past.” Notably, that past was
managed by applying scathing
moral condemnation (from a
quasi-religious perspective)
and developing a reliance

on the use of the guillotine.

Thus, these transformations
(the preponderance of which
paralleled the creation of

the State of Israel) were
characterized by the infiltration
of each country's political
realm by their organic military
institutions. That sequence of
events, then, helps explain
the sharp rise of dictatorial
governments throughout the
region.

In contrast, the transformations
occurring today cannot ignore
the fact that since the end

of World War ll, the prevailing
notion of human rights has
become the criteria used to
differentiate between what

is *good” and what is “evil."”
Further, the concepts that
provide the basis for human
rights are constantly being
expanded and applied to the
formulation of national and
international laws. Accordingly,
claims that justice is being
advanced along the accepted
notion of human rights (each
instance of which acknowledges
a deficiency or insufficiency in
state law) must be reviewed
closely and assessed in terms of
accountability. Therefore, when
human rights are referred to

as the overriding vision for the
future rather than just another
implement in an activist’s
toolbox, it becomes easy to
recognize that documentation
indeed plays a central role in
human rights.



On the Partnership between UMAM Documentation
and Research (D&R) And the International Coalition
of Sites of Conscience (ICSC)

The partnership between
UMAM D&R and the ICSC
originated in early 2012 when
Monika Borgmann (UMAM
D&R) participated in the

ICSC's regional meeting held

in Casablanca, Morocco.
During that conference,
Borgmann gave a presentation
that focused on UMAM'’s
experiences and endeavors in
creating virtual sites of memory,
conscience and consciousness.
The presentation included a
brief summary of the Lebanese
approach to dealing with the

legacy and memory of violence,

and it described the various
documentation initiatives UMAM
had advanced to that point in
time. Those actions included
physically collecting, cataloging
and preserving documents,
documenting Lebanon's past
via artistic projects and fielding
interactive documentation
portals, such as its online
"Memory At Work" database.

Borgmann's presentation
prompted a deeper discussion
between the two organizations
about working cooperatively.
Those exchanges led to

an agreement to organize

a weeklong, Beirut-based
workshop intended to follow

up on the Casablanca
conference. The objectives of
that seminar were to: (1) tfrain a
prescribed number of activists
in human rights documentation,
(2) explore the possibility of
expanding the ICSC MENA
network (the idea for which was
discussed in Casablanca) and
(3) introduce trainees to the
“Lebanese model” and the work
being done by UMAM D&R.

To a large extent, the intent
behind UMAM'’s decision to
broaden its partnership base
was the organization's belief that
despite the many shortcomings
in the Lebanese model's ability
to deal with the country's past,
people throughout the MENA
region are today asking the
same general question posed
by the Lebanese in the early
1990s: where do we go from
here¢ From a more strategic
perspective, however, UMAM
understands that the revolution
that has engulfed the Arab
world—despite the heinous
violence that accompanies
those changes—ypresents it
with a very unique opportunity.
Specifically, the chance now
exists to replace the Bluf und
Boden-inspired ideology, which
has characterized relationships



within the Arab world since

the post-World War Il period of
transformation, with a common
set of values. Rather than
perpetuating a reliance on
condemnation, subjugation

and execution, the time is

ripe to institute a respect for
human dignity, an assurance
of individual and civil liberties
and the abiding prevalence of
human rights.

The Workshop: Three Paths to one Destination

Although the Beirut workshop was
originally scheduled for October
2012, a series of security "events"
in Lebanon—which proved yet
again that the legacy of the

past can inhibit a society from
embracing stability and peace—
forced UMAM D&R and the ICSC
to delay the symposium unfil early
November when tensions had
subsided. Finally, however, the
organizers, participants, observers
and honored guests were able to
conduct the workshop, the title of
which was "Documentation and
Human Rights: Conceptualizing a
Regional, Human Rights-oriented
Documentation Network."

During the first three days, a
seminar led by international
archiving expert and UMAM D&R
Consultative Council member
Trudy Peterson addressed the
general history of archiving,
the use of documentation

as a human rights tool, the
essentials of human rights
documentation and the ethics
of documentation. The final
two days were dedicated to

introducing the International
Coalition of Sites of Conscience
and presenting several initiatives
supported fully or in part by the
coalition. The outcome of that
second part of the workshop
was general agreement on
constituting the coalition's MENA
network and consensus on
devising and seeking funding
for common projects. Of note,
UMAM D&R was responsible for
both identifying regional partners
and providing the logistical
organization for the symposium.

Ultimately, conference
partficipants came from Algeria,
Bahrain, Egypt, Iraqg, Jordan,
Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine,
Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syriq,
Tunisia and Yemen. Observers
and workshop guests were

from Bangladesh, Bosnia-
Herzegovina and Cyprus.
Funding for the event was made
possible by generous assistance
fromm Germany's Institute for
Foreign Relations (Institut fOr
Auslandsbeziehungen (ifa)).



In addition to the central themes
of the Beirut conference, UMAM
D&R organized a variety of
activities intended to provide
participants with practical insight
into building collective memory
and achieving transitional
justice. More specifically, these
associated activities (which
included film screenings, site

Next Step

As intended, workshop
participants collaborated

to draft a series of general
recommendations. These
included strengthening
communications (among the
participants) to improve the
sharing of information and
expertise, and working together
on specific projects, such as
UMAM D&R coordinating efforts
to establish the MENA network
and seeking funding for a follow-
on meeting. Above all, however,
the most important lesson learned
from the Beirut workshop was the
urgent requirement to create a

visits to areas of previous conflict,
open discussions with former
fighters and a political-academic
debate) were organized

to infroduce attendees to

the multifaceted aspects of
Lebanon's collective memory.
The pictures below give clearer
insight into the range of those
activities.

MENA network that understands
the serious and immediate need
to infuse the Arab world with an
appreciation for human rights. The
necessity of that requirement must
match the urgencies associated
with the “new era” into which the
Arab world is being propelled.

The network should develop and
have the ability to lend expertise
in efforts to guide the Arab world
from pre- to post-transformation
reality. Finally, the network should
have the wherewithal to advance
documentation from mere fact-
finding to the age of memory
management.



The finale to the weeklong meeting: Elizabeth Silkes (ICSC) and Monika
Borgmann (UMAM D&R) distribute Certificates of Participation to the
participants. In addition, each participant was offered a copy of "Missing.,"
which was published by UMAM D&R in 2010.
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The Lebanese model Ihrough the experiences of A. Chaftari and Z. Saab

Assaad Chaftari held several key positions in the Lebanese Forces militia during the
civil war, primarily in its inteligence apparatus. In 2000, he became the first influential
veteran of that war to extend a public apology to the Lebanese and particularly

to his victims. Similarly, Ziad Saab played significant roles within the Lebanese
Communist party militia. Chaftari and Saab began working together several years
ago fo advocate self-criticism among those who fought in the Lebanese Civil War.
Following brief presentations by Chaftari and Saab given
at Mouvement Social (Badaro, Beirut), an intense question
and answer session fook place.
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Lessons learned from the
Moroccan experience

Mohamad el-Kamlich, a
conference participant,
gives a presentation on
the Moroccan case. In

his briefing, el-Kamlich
mentioned the efforts
being taken by civil society
activists to convert some
of the former regime's
detention facilities into sites
of conscience.
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Transitional Justice and the Arab Spring - Perspectives and Challenges

e | e Participants in the “Documentation
and Human Rights” workshop
listen to the views of Ahmad
Karoud, former officer of Amnesty
International and Tunisian human
rights activist and Lebanese
MP Ghassan Moukhayber. This
roundtable discussion, the subject
of which was "Transitional Justice
and the Arab Spring — Perspectives
and Challenges," was held at the American university of Beirut and
was chaired by AUB professor Sari Hanafi.
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Lessons learned from the Bangladeshi experience

Mofidul Hoque, a Bangladesh partner of the
International Coalition of Sites of Conscience,
describes a site of conscience in a presentation
about the Liberation War Museum.
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Visiting UMAM D&R offices/The Hangar

Lokman Slim describes the various components of UMAM
D&R's online "Memory At Work" database in a presentation
held in the organization's multi-use facility, The Hangar.
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Participants visit the offices of
UMAM D&R.
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Lokman Slim gives the workshop's keynote speech,
"Conceptualizing a Regional, Human Rights-oriented
Documentation Network."
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Monika Borgmann describes to a group of
workshop participants the methodology
UMAM D&R uses to catalog its audiovisual
archives.
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Workshop participants watch the
documentary "Massaker." The film screening
was held in The Hangar as part of the
“Documentation and Human Rights”
conference held in Beirut.
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Several pictures of Trudy Peterson during the three-day
seminar.

Ms. Peterson is a Certified Archivist, past president

of the Society of American Archivists and CITRA (the
international roundtable on archives), a former acting
archivist of the United States and the chair of the Human
Rights Working Group within the International Council on
Archives. She is also a founding member of the UMAM
D&R Consultative Council.
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Ali Abou Dehn, head of the Association of Former
Lebanese Political Detainees in Syria, explains the
general organization of Syria's Tadmor Prison to Elizabeth
Silkes (ICSC) and Mofidul Hoque (Bangladesh). Replicas
of several prison cells were erected in The Hangar for the
live performance of "The German Chair."
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Raymond Bouban,
a former Lebanese
detainee in

Syrian prisons,
shows workshop
participants a
replica of a soccer
ball created by
prisoners using

pieces of fabric. A collection of objects recreated by members
of the Association of Former Lebanese Political Detainees in Syria
appears in the background. The overall effort was the result of an
advocacy/partnership between the Association and UMAM D&R.
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Mustafa Chamseddine, a former Lebanese prisoner in
Syria, explains to a workshop participant how pieces
of inner fube were used in Syrian prisons to blindfold
prisoners. The participant experiences the makeshift
blindfold firsthand.
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Several photographs of the
group's live performance,
which was held in The
Hangar.
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Workshop participants
discussing the live

detainees.

performance with former
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The second part of the Beirut Documentation and Human Rights
conference included a detailed presentation on the International
Coalition of Sites of Conscience. The ICSC team was comprised of
Elizabeth Silkes, Eresh Naidu and Sarah Edkins.
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Clockwise from botftom left:
Ahmad Karoud (Tunisia), Sarah Edkins (USA/ICSC), Matthew Holliday
(International Commission on Missing Persons), Mofidul Hoque
(Bangladesh), Moussa Bourfeis (Algeria), Col. Khaled Kanaan
(Lebanon/LAF), Karim Abdel Salam (Tunisia), Hend Khechine (Tunisia),
Haidar Saeed (Iraqg), Abdou el-Bermawy (Egypt), Fadwa Hodali
(Palestine), Meriam Abou Edris (Bahrain), Amjad Samhan (Palestine),
Ahmad Mshikhs (KSA), Monika Borgmann (Lebanon/Umam D&R),
Lokman Slim (Lebanon/ Umam D&R), Elizabeth Silkes (USA/ICSC),
Ereshene Naidu (USA/ICSC), Elias Ezzein (Tunisia), Fatna Albouih (Morocco),
El Tahra Hamad Majzoub (Sudan), Kelly Stedem (Lebanon/Hayya Bina),
Anne Message (ICTJ), Antonis Hadjikyriacou (Cyprus), Murad al-Gharati
(Yemen), Youmn Abou Elhesn (Syria), Fouad Falih al-Hassan (Irag),

Eva Abou Halawi (Jordan), Fatima Ghandour (Libya), Emad Mubarak
(Egypt). Mohamed El Khamlich (Morocco), Ahmad Mroue and Layal
Assaad (Lebanon/Umam D&R).
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The finale to the weeklong meeting: Elizabeth Silkes (ICSC) and Monika
Borgmann (UMAM D&R) distribute Certificates of Participation to the
participants. In addition, each participant was offered a copy of "Missing.,"
which was published by UMAM D&R in 2010.
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Visiting the Shouf and Deir al-Moukhalles

Workshop participants traveled to Mount
Lebanon, the site of many bloody encounters
between the Lebanese Druze and Christian
factions during the civil war. They also visited
the historic Greek Catholic Monastery of the
Holy Savior (circa 1711) located in the village
of Joun. While there, Father Abdo Raad,

a senior Greek Catholic priest, offered the
participants some of his progressive ideas
regarding the complicated relationship
between the Lebanese and their collective
memory. He also described several strategies
intfended to help the Lebanese overcome
their deeply held hatred.
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